
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Further to my letter sent out in March I am writing to explain how we organise our GCSE exams.  We have 
over 100  Y11 students and the majority require very small group or 1-1 examination setting and 
sometimes these will have to be off site or in the home as well. The care we take over getting the 
examination situation right for all final year pupils does have an impact on a few occasions for the rest of 
the school and I apologise in advance for any inconvenience this may cause.  As parents and carers of 
learners with social and emotional difficulties I know you will appreciate how hard it can be for final exam 
year students.  

Final year exams and finish dates.   All students have had final confirmation of their exam timetable.  If 
you are a parent or carer of a Y10, Y11 or Y12 student who is sitting exams this year and are not sure if the 
dates of examinations has reached home then please contact your son or daughter’s key worker or Lynn 
Henderson (Exams Officer – 01904 642611). Study leave for Year 11s and Year 12s begins on 21.5.18.  After 
this date they will just be in for exams or targeted revision sessions.  Study leave applies to Y11 and Y12 
students only.  Other year groups, where students may have early entry to exams and be sitting one or two 
exams in Y9 or Y10, carry on with their timetable as normal except for days when they have an exam.  

Busy exam days. As I mentioned previously there are some days when it is just not possible for us to 
accommodate all the Y11s who need to sit an examination at once as well as all the KS3 and Y10 pupils. 
The days that are affected are 11.5.18, 16.5.18, 18.5.18, 24.5.18, 5.6.18, 7.6.18, 8.6.18, 12.6.18 and 
20.6.18.   Lessons will run on these days but at slightly different times for secondary aged pupils. I have 
written out to all parents/carers of KS3 to explain how we have had to make some changes to timings on 
the days when really big exams are scheduled. A lot of Y10s will actually be in the exams so they are 
already catered for but for some Y10s there will also be a knock on effect to their timetables on these busy 
days and key workers will ring parents/carers direct to explain changes that we have had to make to any 
timetables.  I am very sorry to have to do this as I recognise it is very disruptive but I hope you will 
appreciate that we have no control over the timings of public examinations and we take a huge amount of 
care to make the exam experience as positive as possible for all students involved. 

Sessions at Rossmoor Grange, Ad Astra,  Toolbox or Rockschool are not affected by the exam season and 
will run as normal.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or 
queries.  
  
Best wishes 

  
Patricia Head (Mrs), 



 

 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Information  

School website  – please remember that we have a web site now and we up-date this at least every fortnight. 

Our web address is www.danesgatecommunity.org. 

Mon 7.5 May Day Bank Holiday Wed 11.7 Danesgate primary review day 

Wed 23.5 Danesgate primary review day Thu 12.7 Kestrel Class review day 

Thu 17.5 Kestrel Class review day Fri 13.7 Kestrel House review day 

Fri 18.5 Kestrel House review day Thu  19.7 KS3/4 review day 

Fri 25.5 last day of half term Fri 20.7  last day of term (12 noon) 

Mon 28.5-Fri 1.6 half term holiday week M 23.7 disaggregated inset day- staff only – 
balanced by 5 hours of inset time as twilights on 
13.3 and 19.6 

 

 

http://www.danesgatecommunity.org/

