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Friday 20 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
At 11.55pm on Thursday night the Government released the following information. 
 
 “As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
That is why the government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation 
and social distancing.And the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread 
of COVID-19 is clear. 
 
 If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 
That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever 
possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to 
attend. 
 
Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way 
which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing 
principles as adults. 
 
It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments 
remain safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the 
fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect 
vulnerable individuals in wider society. 
 
Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children 
- children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response 
and cannot be safely cared for at home.” 
 
Danesgate is remaining open for those pupils who either have an education health and care 
plan (or have had their CAM meeting so are confirmed as under assessment) or have an 
allocated social worker. You will hopefully have had a telephone call from school yesterday 
to chat this through.  
 
We are also trying to cover children whose parents have to stay at work because they are 
critical to the Covid-19 response.  If you think you are in this category please contact us on 
646211 or via your son or daughter’s keyworker or via email to me at 
tricia.head@york.gov.uk. 
 
If your son or daughter does not have an EHCP (and has not had a decision from a CAM 
meeting that they will be assessed for an EHCP) or an allocated social worker we will not be 
able to offer education at present.  
 
It is not compulsory that you send your son or daughter in even if they are eligible for 
education at this time.  We will keep in touch with parents on a weekly basis so that you can 
share what is happening and if you need any additional support.   
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people
mailto:tricia.head@york.gov.uk


Free school meals.  If your son or daughter is eligible for free school meals we will do our best 
to deliver at least a packed lunch to your house each day using our minibus drivers.  We are 
trying to get some containers to transport hot food as well but these are not in place as yet. 
 
GCSEs – all examinations have been cancelled and we are waiting to hear how exam boards 
will collect information from teachers to inform decisions about GCSEs. 
 
Thank you to everyone for all their support and encouragement at this time.  I will be in touch 
every few days via letter and will keep the web-site up-dated on a daily basis.   Please don’t 
hesitate to ring school if you are anxious about anything or have any queries or concerns. 
 
Best wishes. 
 

 
Tricia Head 
Headteacher 
 
www.danesgatecommunity.org.uk 
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