
   Children’s Services, Education and Skills 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27th June 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we reach the end of a very challenging year, I am writing to you in order to share pertinent 

information for the coming academic year. 

 

1. School Calendar – attached 

The calendar for the coming academic year is attached.  Please note any amendments 

will be communicated separately 

 

2. School Day - academic year 2021-22 

Following the consultation on the school day, I can confirm that governors have 

ratified the decision to lengthen the school day, starting from September 2021.  The 

school day will run, as previously communicated, from 9.00-2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Return to school in September. 

The scheduled return to school for students at Danesgate is Tuesday 7th September 
2021.  At Danesgate, in line with other Specialist Providers in the city, we are intending 
to implement a staggered start to the year, as follows: 
 

Tuesday 7th Sep  
 

Primary pupils & Kestrel 
pupils return 

Primary Groups, 
TalkAbout 2 Groups, 
Kestrel Groups 

Weds 8th Sep KS3 (Years 7,8,9) return TalkAbout 3 Groups, 
Steps 3 Groups, Bridge 3 
Groups 

Time Activity 

8.50am Arrival for pupils 

9.00-9.50 Period 1 - Form Time/Transport 

9.50-10.40 Period 2 

10.40-11.30 Period 3 

11.30-12.20 Period 4 

12.20-12.45 Lunch  

12.45-13.10 Structured Activity sessions led by teachers 

13.10-14.00 Period 5 

14.00-14.30 Form Time and departure 
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Thursday 9th Sep 
 

KS4 Return TalkAbout 4 Groups, 
Archway 4 Groups, Steps 
4 Groups, Bridge 4 
Groups, Pathway 4 
Groups 

 
Your child’s Key Worker and Team will be in touch to discuss these arrangements, 
along with any other queries you may have eg. transport. 
 
 

4. FSM 

We are awaiting confirmation from City of York Council regarding the supply of Free 

School Meals vouchers over the Summer break.  Early indications are that the council 

may provide some FSM vouchers, and complement this with the offer of the Holiday 

Activities Fund scheme. 

 
5. Groups/Transition 

We are hoping to move a number of groups into their new timetables as of July 12th 

2021.  This will give pupils the opportunity for them to experience a taste of their new 

timetable before the summer and give the chance for any anxieties and issues to be 

addressed. 

6. Results Day 

GCSE Results Day is earlier this year – Thursday 12th August 2021.  Separate 

information will be sent to those pupils regarding this over the coming weeks. 

 

7.  School Site development 

As per previous communication, Danesgate has been afforded significant funding in 

order to improve existing facilities, with some new building also.  This work is due to 

take place in the Summer Term 2022.  We are currently in the consultation stage and 

expect the plans to go to planning permission in August 2021. 

 

It remains for me to thank you for your support over the year.  There will be an additional 

pack of information sent out to parents over the coming weeks, with hard copies of 

information for the coming academic year.  As ever, should you have any queries, please 

communicate with your child’s Key Worker in the first instance. 

I wish you a safe and restful summer and look forward to welcoming your child back to 

Danesgate in September. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Richardson 

Head Teacher 

 


