
 

 

Thrive, Strive, Achieve 
 

Student well-being – Academic achievement 

 

EHCP Outcomes, Meeting Need, Aspirational Curriculum 
 

SEN Support & Intervention, Keyworkers, Form time, Enrichment, Academic Intervention, Life Skills, SMSC, PSHE, British Values, 
Social Communication & Interaction 

 

 

Core offer 

 
 

English (Language)/Maths (secondary) 
Literacy/Numeracy (primary) 

PSHE (Active & Passive) 
Enrichment Opportunities 

PE  
Interventions: Literacy and numeracy 

 
 



 

Additional curriculum Offer 
Kestrel 
Pathway 
(Short stay 
PRU) 
 

 Core 
Offer 
 

Primary  
(EHCP:SEMH/ASC) 
 

 Core Offer 

 Science 

 MFL 

 History/Geography 

 PE 

 Cooking 

STEPs  
(EHCP:SEMH) 
 

 Core Offer 

 Geography 

 History 

 Art 

 Science 

 PE 
(Qualification) 

 Comp Sci & 
ICT 

 Health & 
Social Care 

 Child Care 
 

TalkAbout  
(EHCP:ASC) 
 

 Core Offer 

 English Lit 

 Geography 

 History 

 Art 

 Graphics 

 Science 

 Comp Sci 
& ICT 

 Health & 
Social Care 

 Child Care 

Pathways 
(complex 
needs) 
 

 Bespoke 
provision 
with a 
destination 
group 
identified 

Archway (SEMH) 
 
 

 Core Offer 

 English Lit 

 Health & Social 
Care 

 Geography 

 History 

 Art/Photography 

 ICT 

Bridge  
(Long stay/short 
stay PRU & 
Respite) 
 

 Core Offer 

 English Lit 

 Sociology 

 Health & Social 
Care 

 Art/Photography 

 PE 
(Qualification) 

 Business Studies 

 Geography 

 History 

 ICT 

Bespoke 
intervention 
strategies 
identified by 
school 
 

 Skills offer: Hair & Beauty, Landscape Construction, Animal Health and Welfare, Hospitality 
and Catering. Alternative Provision 
 

 



Danesgate Community-Secondary Curriculum Statement 

Intent 

Danesgate Community caters for children who have a range of complex needs and who have struggled to access mainstream education in their previous 

settings. We believe that “If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn”. We therefore adapt the curriculum in order to 

meet the individual needs of each pupil. 

Our curriculum offers a stimulating learning experience that provides social and emotional support alongside an academic curriculum. We have high 

aspirations for our pupils and use our curriculum to respond to their evolving needs and remove their barriers to learning so that they are able to achieve and 

make progress. Throughout all subjects we focus on improving communication and social skills in addition to key skills required to become productive 

members of British Society. Danesgate Community also uses the curriculum to promote pupils’ health and wellbeing and to support pupils’ development of 

emotional literacy in order that they better understand those around them. 

We carefully structure our classes/groups considering pupils’ SEN diagnosis, communication skills, age and stage in development, as well as thinking about 

their social and emotional suitability to other peers. We ensure that class groups are balanced and promote a positive learning environment for all. Using 

experiential learning is key to our curriculum offer. We aim to inspire aspirations for the future by offering a range of enrichment and vocational experiences, 

both onsite and offsite which develops pupils’ preparation for working life, including careers education and work experience.  The nurture and care our staff 

provide to our learners develops the Danesgate community ethos; raising self-esteem, confidence in learning, expectations and therefore engagement in 

education. 

Our implementation 

This is achieved through bespoke, specialised timetables and the care and support of staff.  This specialised curriculum gives pupils access to a range of 
academic, vocational and enrichment activities and enables them to become more confident and successful learners. 

Lessons are delivered in small groups with a high staff to pupil ratio, so that pupils can feel safe within their learning and the lessons can be tailored to 
individual needs. 

Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils are taught the curriculum by specialist subject teachers in the majority of case, with Keyworkers/tutors consistently supporting the 
group and providing the nurture, care and consistency our leaners need. The academic curriculum at Danesgate Community is well complimented by the 
enrichment curriculum and supports pupils as they develop essential life skills and grow as an individual. We focus on helping our young people develop 
their personal and social communication skills into a wider social context, both within the school and the wider world.  Our nurture-based groups run on a 



primary model.  This provision includes fewer transitions and working intensively with known members of staff is in place.  This provision allows each pupil 
to work at a pace that works for them, allowing focussed therapeutic input and high levels of staff:pupil ratios 

Independent Careers advice and guidance is offered from Year 10 and 11, with bespoke and intense support for our students and their families so that they 
are well-informed about their future routes and choices. 

Our Assessment and Tracking of Progress 

In addition to formative assessments through initial SEN and baseline testing (Via GL assessments), further teacher assessments take place each term with 
reporting to parents. Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long term. These assessments will be used to 
inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and assessment.  

 Short term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupils’ understanding and gain information which assists in adjusting day 
to day lessons plans. This informs the planning and next steps of learning. Teachers and support staff provide individual instant verbal feedback 
each lesson and pupils make adjustments to their work following this feedback.  

 Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked to the assessment objectives which have been covered during a half term. Pupils’ 
individual targets will be assessed and reviewed regularly.     

 Long term assessments include a variety of assessment tests which may be used according to students’ ability levels.  Assessment will also be made 
through end of Key Stage tests or tasks and also using external examinations. 

Baseline assessments identify gaps and inform specific teaching, this allows a Projected Grade to be generated. Teaching staff also set a Danesgate Agreed 

Target through teaching and learning, professional judgement, formal assessment and monitoring and FFT data. The Danesgate Agreed Target is aspirational 

but also considerate of each pupil’s individual needs. There are termly assessment and monitoring opportunities, which allow the target to be dynamic and 

adjustable, depending on each individual child’s current situation.  

PSHE  

At Danesgate Community we aim to promote healthy, independent and responsible members of society. We encourage all our pupils to play a positive role 
in contributing to school life and the wider community through class & school councils, fundraising events, supporting nominated charities and involvement 
in community activities. Our pupils are given opportunities in throughout their day to day life at Danesgate to develop confidence, self-motivation and an 
understanding of their rights and responsibilities. We teach PSHE in a variety of ways: as an active subject via our new initiative with the Prince’s Trust, our 



planned PSE qualification but also passive through other subjects such as Literacy, Maths and Science, as well as through outdoor educational visits, staff 
interactions, community work and activities. 

Our Impact  

The curriculum at Danesgate Community, will impact in a number of ways for the pupils: 

All pupils will be prepared for the next stage of their lives 

At KS2, pupils are numerate and literate.  Socially and academically they are prepared to independently access the next stage of their learning with 
continued support in phonics. We hope that all learners will have developed the self-confidence to be able to take part in their end of year assessments; 
KS1 SATs (Year 2), KS2 SATs (Year 6), phonics screening (Year 1/2) and multiplication assessments (Year 4).c 

At KS3 pupils are prepared to follow an academic, vocational or blended pathway into KS4.  They are well informed about the choices they need to make 
for future success 

At KS4, pupils are prepared both academically and socially for the next stage of their education with the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes 
necessary to enable them to play a full part as responsible citizens in the 2lst Century 

The impact of the curriculum will enable our pupils to achieve a range of appropriate qualifications that prepare them to move on to the next stage of 
education, allowing them to demonstrate significant and sustained progress in: 

 Communication skills. 

 Literacy skills.  

 Numeracy skills.  

 Levels of independence.  

 Life skills required to function more appropriately in the community.  

 Relevant experiences to assist their decisions about future careers.   



 Relevant and transferable qualifications for future education employment and training   

 Having a positive attitude towards their present and future learning.  

 Having sufficient key skills and self–esteem to approach new situations confidently with resilience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


